
As always, summer was an 
incredibly busy time for Olmsted 
Falls City Schools. I want to 
thank our dedicated staff for 
their hard work throughout the 
break on buildings, grounds 
and technology maintenance 
projects. I appreciate the efforts 
our staff puts in each summer 
on these important annual 
projects which help us to keep 
our facilities and equipment in 
top condition to maximize our 
community’s investment.

As we closed out the summer 
weeks, we were also excited to 
host approximately 400 students 
in a variety of summer learning 
programs across all five of our 
school buildings. Thank you to 
our teachers and administrators 
who worked to make that 
programming possible.

Additionally, our long-awaited turf field and stadium 
improvements at Vitamix Field at Charles Harding Memorial 
Stadium are officially complete. Read more about this exciting 
project and the private fundraising that helped make this 
project a reality for our community inside this issue of Our 
School Report.

With another new school year 
underway, I’m excited to see 
our students fully engaging 
in the Triple A experience 
this year and taking steps 
that get them closer to their 
dreams. 

We will once again provide 
rigorous academics and extracurricular opportunities that 
allow our students to learn and grow. New leadership and new 
facilities will help us accomplish this mission. At two of our 
buildings, students and families have a new face this year. We 
recently welcomed an interim principal at our Early Childhood 
Center (Judy Myers) and an interim Assistant Principal (Fritz 
Welker) at Olmsted Falls High School. Each has more than 30 years 
of education experience. The district also hired Brian Zeller as its 
new Chief Operating Officer. Learn more about these new team 
members inside, and join me in giving them a warm Bulldog 
welcome. 

As always, we have award-
winning programs, students 
and staff. You can read more 
about our latest achievements 
in this newsletter.

Thank you for your support, 
and I hope everyone has a great 
year! 

THE BULLDOG WAYTHE BULLDOG WAY  By Superintendent Jim Lloyd, Ed.D.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO THRIVE

Fall 2022

District Receives BCME Award
For the 16th consecutive year, Olmsted Falls Schools has been awarded the 2022 
Best Communities for Music Education Award from the National Association of 
Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation.

Music is an integral part of our Triple A experience. Thank you to the outstanding 
educators, talented students, and dedicated families and community members who 
encourage and support the tradition of high-quality music education in our schools.  
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The Olmsted Falls Board of Education 
voted unanimously at its monthly meeting 
held July 21, 2022, to approve the hiring of 
two new building administrators for the 
upcoming 2022-2023 school year. Mrs. 
Judy Myers will serve as Interim Principal 
of Olmsted Falls Early Childhood Center, 
and Mr. Fritz Welker will serve as Interim 
Assistant Principal at Olmsted Falls High 
School.  

Congratulations to the Bulldog marching band, who was named 
Best Band in the Land at the Cleveland.com High School Standout 
Awards early this summer. This was the inaugural year for the 
awards, which are designed to honor students, teachers, bands, 
coaches, teams, and athletes who have gone above and beyond 
inside and outside the classroom. 

OLMSTED FALLS CITY SCHOOLS WELCOMES TWO NEW OLMSTED FALLS CITY SCHOOLS WELCOMES TWO NEW 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATORS FOR 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEARBUILDING ADMINISTRATORS FOR 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR

BULLDOG BAND NAMED BEST BAND IN THE LANDBULLDOG BAND NAMED BEST BAND IN THE LAND

Both positions were vacated over the 
summer due to existing administrators 
leaving for positions with other 
districts. The hiring of experienced 
administrators on an interim basis to 
fill these two vacancies for one year 
provides the district more time for 
a full and comprehensive search for 
permanent replacements.   

“We are so thrilled to have been able to 
find two veteran administrators to lead 
our buildings in this school year,” said 
OFCS Superintendent Dr. Jim Lloyd. 
“Both come highly recommended with 
unique backgrounds and experience 
perfectly fitting our needs.”

Mrs. Myers and Mr. Welker started in their 
respective positions on August 1, 2022.

WELCOME JUDY MYERS 
Interim Principal,
Early Childhood Center

Olmsted Falls City Schools is pleased 
to welcome Mrs. Judy Myers as the 
Interim Principal of the Olmsted 
Falls Early Childhood Center (ECC) 
for the upcoming year. Mrs. Myers 
replaces Mrs. Dora Bechtel, who had 

been at the helm of the ECC for the past three school years.   

An educator and administrator with more than 30 years of 
experience, Mrs. Myers began her career as a kindergarten 
teacher in the Springfield Local School District before 
moving to Green Local Schools where she served as an 
assistant middle school principal and elementary principal. 
She then served as a middle school principal in Barberton 
City Schools, before completing her career with Revere Local 
Schools, where she served as a middle school principal and 
central office administrator. Mrs. Myers retired from Revere 
in June 2021. Most recently, she served as a primary school 
principal for North Royalton Elementary. 

WELCOME FRITZ WELKER 
Interim Assistant Principal,
Olmsted Falls High School

The district is also pleased to welcome 
Mr. Fritz Welker as an Interim Assistant 
Principal at Olmsted Falls High School 
(OFHS). Mr. Welker replaces Mr. Sean 
Baker, who had served as an assistant 
principal at OFHS for the past 10 years. 

An educator and administrator with more than 30 years of 
experience, Mr. Welker began his career in 1985 as a teacher 
with Polaris Career Center, where he also later served as an 
assistant principal for eight years. Since his retirement from 
Polaris Career Center in June 2014, Mr. Welker teaches for 
Kent State University and the Cuyahoga Community College 
and prepares new teachers for their careers. He has also 
used his career tech expertise as a Grant Coordinator for the 
SkillsUSA Foundation to help increase the depth and breadth 
of students enrolled in manufacturing training programs.  
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Olmsted Falls boasted finalists in seven other categories, including:

Samantha Poore - Best Media Mind
Peyton DeLisio - Athletic Comeback of the Year
Cort Zahorchak - Math Hero
Tess Blain - Rising Entrepreneur
Dominic Rivera - Top Male Athlete
Golden Bullettes - Top Cheer Team
Dena Kotz - Top Teacher of the Year

All finalists were invited to a gala at the Agora Ballroom in June. 
Thank you to all those who nominated Bulldogs for awards this 
year, and thank you to our students and staff for representing our 
district so well! 

Effective August 1, Brian Zeller joined Olmsted Falls 
Schools as the district’s new Chief Operating Officer. 

Mr. Zeller most recently served as a building 
principal in Fremont and Vermilion. Before 
that, he was a social studies teacher and athletic 
director in Pennsylvania. He has also worked 
with at-risk youth in both Philadelphia and 
Toledo. He holds a master’s in special education from 

OLMSTED FALLS SCHOOLS HIRES NEW CHIEF OPERATING OFFICEROLMSTED FALLS SCHOOLS HIRES NEW CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

Marywood University and earned his superintendent’s 
certificate at Ashland University. He completed his 

bachelor’s in Adolescent-to-Young Adult (AYA) 
Education and history at Lourdes University.  

Mr. Zeller said he is excited to join a district that 
focuses on the whole student with the Triple A 

experience. Welcome, Mr. Zeller!
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Approximately 400 Bulldog 
students participated in summer 

learning opportunities to stay 
engaged and prepare for the 

new school year!   Olmsted Falls 
City Schools offered a collection 

of elective courses that were 
available to students in grade 

1-12, as well as targeted subject 
area classes in reading and math 

for students in grades K-5.  Grant 
funding helped support these 

extended summer learning 
opportunities for the second 

consecutive summer. 

SUMMER LEARNING SUCCESS

When Olmsted Falls City School District is not in session as 
per the OFCS annual academic calendar, bus routes to OFCS 
school buildings will NOT be running. TRANSFER BUSES 
ONLY will run from the assigned public school building to the 
non-public schools in the morning. Non-public students will 
need to be at the public school transfer site prior to the usual 
scheduled departure time. Non-public routes will run in the 
afternoon as usual.  

TRANSPORTATION REMINDERS FOR 
NON-PUBLIC STUDENTS RIDING OFCS BUSES

If Olmsted Falls City School District is closed due to inclement 
weather, there will be no regular bus routes and no transfer 
buses running. OFCS District closure information is posted 
on the district website (www.ofcs.net), blog (https://ofalls.
wordpress.com/) and Twitter account (@OFCSDistrict).

Please contact the Transportation Department at (440) 427-
6350 with any questions or for assistance throughout the year.
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TURF TIME:TURF TIME:
FROM GROUNDBREAKING TO CELEBRATING!FROM GROUNDBREAKING TO CELEBRATING!
In late May, Olmsted Falls hosted a groundbreaking ceremony 
with the Cleveland Browns and local community supporters 
for its new turf field at Vitamix Field at Charles Harding 
Memorial Stadium. Work then immediately got underway 
with the first phase of the project including removing dirt, 
installing drains, and backfilling with stone. With phase one 
completed, work to remove the remaining grass field surface 
and install curbing around the perimeter of the field continued 
into July. Next the space was leveled, prepped and filled with 
stone. In August, the project entered its final phase with the 
field surface ready for the installation of the custom-designed 
artificial turf surface.

The Bulldog community has been fundraising for stadium 
improvements at the grassroots level for the past several 
years including the organized efforts of the Olmsted Athletic 
Commission (OAC), a private 501c3 nonprofit established 
in August 2019 with the mission of raising private funds for 
The Bulldog Field Initiative. Local corporate sponsorships 

facilitated by the school district also provided privately secured 
seed money.  A $250,000 grant, awarded by the Cleveland Browns 
last January through the NFL Foundation’s Grassroots Field 
Grant Program in partnership with Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation (LISC), took the stadium field turf project into the 
end zone allowing work to get underway and completed for the 
Fall 2022 athletic season.  The installation of turf at Vitamix Field 
is one of 13 turf field projects supported by the Cleveland Browns 
since the launch of the Browns Give Back initiative in 2016.  

On Friday, September 2, Olmsted Falls City Schools celebrated 
the inaugural game on our newly turfed Vitamix Field at Charles 
Harding Memorial Stadium, and excitement and gratitude 
filled the atmosphere!  A special pre-game celebration included 
guest appearances from: the Cleveland Browns; local corporate 
sponsors; community supporters; the OFHS Marching Band and 
Golden Bullettes; OFHS and OFMS athletics teams; OF youth 
sports teams; and OFCS Superintendent Dr. Jim Lloyd.  
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TURF TIME:TURF TIME:
FROM GROUNDBREAKING TO CELEBRATING!FROM GROUNDBREAKING TO CELEBRATING!

The special pre-game celebration provided an opportunity for the district to publicly recognize and 
thank the many organizations and people who made the dream of new field turf a reality for our 
Bulldog school community.  Cleveland Browns player alumnus Frank Stams, Cleveland Browns 
Manager of Youth Football Romie Graham and LISC Senior Program Officer Jeanine Colozza were 
on hand for the celebration.  Vitamix Executive Board Vice-Chair David Barnard and Southwest 
General President Bill Young represented their respective organizations as Top Dog Naming 
Sponsors.  The district also recognized Bulldog Gold Sponsors First Federal of Lakewood, 
Ganley Subaru of North Olmsted, RYCO Sports and Southwest General.  The efforts of 
Joe Singleton and the Olmsted Athletic Commission were also recognized, along with 
community supporters of the OAC’s 3-2-1 Initiative, and the work of grant writer Dr. Susan 
Linder.  Finally, the district recognized local companies from the Olmsted community 
that supported the turf project with in-kind materials and services including Burning 
River Concrete and Construction LLC, Construction Zone LLC, Fabrizi Inc., and Martin 
Concrete.  

THANK YOU to all of our local sponsors and community supporters for the 
true community effort it took to fund this tremendous project and bring it 
across the finish line! Olmsted Falls City School District appreciates the 
encouragement and support given to our Bulldogs, and the significantly 
expanded access this new turf field will provide!  We’re excited to see how 
the new field will provide a better overall experience for our athletes, band 
members and community programs, and are grateful to all of our partners 
and supporters who helped make this project a reality. 

Cleveland Browns defensive end Isaac Rochell 
speaks during the turf groundbreaking ceremony.
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Fiscal year 2022 officially 
came to a close on June 30, 
2022, and Olmsted Falls 
City Schools is pleased with 
its current financial picture.

Revenue for the year 
exceeded expectations by 
$912,000. This influx was 
driven partially by healthy 

real estate collections. Likewise, expenditures were lower 
than forecasted. This was in part thanks to the federal 
government’s temporary free meal vouchers which 
meant no transfer from the general fund to our cafeteria 
was made. Additionally, we continue to strive to make 
mindful decisions around staffing and service providers. 
Our ending cash balance, projected to be $8.78 million, 
closed at $10.5 million. 

While we celebrate this number, we also recognize that we 
have goals and projects that require additional spending. 
We will work in the coming months to divert savings to 
help meet some of the more immediate needs and will 
soon be providing opportunities for our community to 
join the conversation around our facility needs. In the 
meantime, our stable cash position calls for an early payoff 
of the Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) initiated with the last 
levy. The TAN was issued in November of 2020 to help 
the district meet current expenses until revenue from the 
passed levy was collected.

We are grateful for the support of our community and will 
continue making wise use of the money entrusted to us to 
educate our world’s next generation of leaders. As always, 
we encourage you to reach out to us with any questions 
about district finances and operations. 

Brett Robson,
Treasurer & Chief Financial Officer

FINANCIAL FORECASTFINANCIAL FORECAST
STABLE FINANCIAL FORECASTS AND MINDFUL PLANNING 

HELP MOVE DISTRICT FORWARD 

REVENUE

EXPENDITURES

Local Revenue $34M

State Revenue $13.7M

Other $2.1M

Wages $26.8M

Benefits $10.7M

Purchased Svcs $4.7M

Supplies & Materials  $1.27M

Capital Outlay  $17,000

Principal Repayment  $898,400

Interest Charges  $60,000

Other $694,000

Transfers  $900,000
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ANNUAL NOTICESANNUAL NOTICES

ASBESTOS REPORT
INFORMATION 
In compliance with the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act (AHERA), the 
Ohio Occupational Safety and Health 
Act (OSHA), the Asbestos Abatement 
Contractors Licensing Act, and the Ohio 
Public Employment Risk Reduction Act 
(PERRA), Olmsted Falls Schools recognizes 
the responsibility to maintain a program 
of periodic surveillance and inspection of 
facilities containing asbestos. To that end, 
Olmsted Falls Board of Education provides 
a “Notification of Progress of Asbestos 
Related Activities” report for review in all 
District buildings and online at www.ofcs.net.

CHILD FIND NOTICE
School districts across the State participate 
in an effort to identify, locate and evaluate 
all children from birth through 21 years of 
age who may have disabilities. Disability, 
in this instance, means such conditions 
as hearing or visual impairments, speech 
or language impairments, learning or 
behavioral disabilities, multiple disabilities, 
other health impairments, physical 
impairments, autism and traumatic brain 
injury as defined by the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). A 
referral may be initiated by parents or 
agencies knowledgeable of the child’s needs. 
Upon receipt of a referral, Olmsted Falls 
City Schools will seek further information 
about the child using a variety of possible 
sources such as interviews, screening and 
testing to determine whether the child 
qualifies for special education services. All 
information will be held in strict confidence 
and released only with parental permission 
or as required by law. Please contact 
Shannon Goss, Director of Student Services 
at (440) 427-6530 or sgoss@ofcs.net for 
more information or assistance.

EARLY ENTRANCE NOTICE
Children must be five years old by August 
1st to enroll for Kindergarten classes in 
Olmsted Falls School District. The District 
is frequently contacted with questions 
regarding early entrance of children 
into Kindergarten. According to Ohio 
Administrative Code, if a child does not 
turn age 5 by the District cut-off date 
(August 1st) but turns 5 by January 1st, the 
parent may request that the child be tested 
for possible placement in Kindergarten. 
Children who do not meet the mandatory 
cut-off date (August 1st) cannot be admitted 
into Kindergarten unless they meet the 
criteria for early admission pursuant with 
the District’s adopted Acceleration Policy for 
Advanced Learners.  The standards, which 
have been established by the District for 
the purpose of early admittance, emphasize 

skills and characteristics which correlate 
with success in an academically oriented 
program. The evaluation is designed to 
identify those children who are functioning 
at a superior level in all developmental areas 
including intelligence, academic readiness, 
social/emotional maturity, verbal abilities 
and physical development. To discuss the 
appropriateness of early entrance for an 
individual child, please contact Gifted 
Intervention Specialist Anne Miskimins at 
(440) 427-6572 or amiskimins@ofcs.net, 
or Assistant Superintendent Kelli Cogan at 
(440) 427-6000 or kcogan@ofcs.net.

FEDERAL FUNDS NOTICE
Federal Funds are provided to school 
districts on an annual basis for specific 
programs. Though these Federal Funds 
amount to less than 3% of the total general 
fund, they are used judiciously to supplement 
District teaching and learning programs in 
areas such as special education, reading, 
math, professional development, and early 
childhood education. If you wish to provide 
input or have questions, please contact Kelli 
Cogan, Assistant Superintendent, at (440) 
427-6000 or kcogan@ofcs.net, or Shannon 
Goss, Director of Student Services, at (440) 
427-6530 or sgoss@ofcs.net.

GIFTED IDENTIFICATION
NOTICE
The Olmsted Falls City Schools gifted 
identification plan identifies students in the 
areas of superior cognitive ability, specific 
academic ability, creative thinking ability, 
and visual and/or performing arts ability. 
The identification process consists of three 
phases: referral, screening and assessment. 
Specific criteria for identification are used 
for each area. A teacher or parent may refer 
children for identification by completing 
and submitting the application form, 
available at each building, during the first 
week in September or the first week in 
March. Additional information may be 
obtained by contacting Gifted Intervention 
Specialist Anne Miskimins at (440) 427-
6572 or amiskimins@ofcs.net, or Assistant 
Superintendent Kelli Cogan at (440) 427-
6000 or kcogan@ofcs.net.

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF
TRANSPORTATION
Those parents or guardians of students 
who reside in Olmsted Falls School District 
but attend a chartered Ohio non-public 
elementary or secondary school that we do 
not provide transportation to may be eligible 
for reimbursement for transportation. The 
school of attendance must be 30 minutes 
or less traveling time via school bus from 
the Olmsted Falls school that the student 
would normally attend. Travel time is 

calculated from portal-to-portal at the 
time the bus would normally transport a 
student to school in the morning. If you 
feel that you may qualify for Payment in 
Lieu of Transportation, a written request 
for reimbursement must be received by 
December 1, 2022. Please submit your 
request promptly to: Board of Education, 
Attn: Office of the  Treasurer, P.O. Box 
38010, Olmsted Falls, Ohio, 44138.

TITLE IX NOTICE
Detailed information on Olmsted Falls City 
Schools (OFCS) Board of Education policy 
relating to federal Title IX regulations can 
be found on the district website at www.
ofcs.net. Specific policies relating to Title IX 
include: 

Policy 2266 (for Students)
Nondiscrimination On The Basis of Sex in 
Education Programs or Activities
Policy 3362 (for Certified Staff)
Anti-Harassment
Policy 4362 (for Classified Staff)
Anti-Harassment

Links to these specific policies are available 
on the annual notices page of the district 
website, as well as through the BoardDocs 
platform for Olmsted Falls Board of 
Education (accessible from the Board of 
Education section of the district website).
All Olmsted Falls City School District staff 
are trained annually in Title IX by way of 
a virtual platform independent learning 
module at the start of each school year.  Any 
employees hired after this date complete the 
training as part of new-hire onboarding. 
Olmsted Falls City School District 
designates the following individuals to 
serve as the District’s Title IX Coordinators:   
 
Mrs. Kelli Cogan, 
Assistant Superintendent
26937 Bagley Road
Olmsted Falls, OH  44138
Direct Phone: (440) 427-6003
Email:  kcogan@ofcs.net
 
Mr. Brian Zeller,
Chief Operating Officer
26937 Bagley Road
Olmsted Falls, OH  44138
Direct Phone:  (440) 427-6009
Email:  bzeller@ofcs.net

The Olmsted Falls City School District hereby 
gives notice that it does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
or disability in the educational programs and 
activities operated by the district.



Olmsted Falls Board of Education
26937 Bagley Rd.
PO Box 38010
Olmsted Falls, OH 44138

IS PUBLISHED TO MAINTAIN A REGULAR LINE OF 
COMMUNICATION WITH THE RESIDENTS OF THE
OLMSTED FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY
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NEWS AS IT HAPPENS:
OLMSTED FALLS SCHOOLS ON
FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM & TWITTER
There are great things happening every day across the 
Olmsted Falls City School District! Keep up with the news 
and information via the district’s social media channels.

facebook.com/olmstedfallsschools

instagram.com/ofcsdistrict

@OFCSDistrict

The class of 2022 celebrated their achievements and said goodbye to Olmsted 
Falls City Schools in June. 

Graduation was held June 2 on Vitamix Field at Charles A. Harding Memorial 
Stadium, marking the second year the ceremony took place outside. 
Friends and family filled the bleachers to honor their student’s milestone, 
and speakers for the event included Holly Neumann, Board of Education 
president; Dr. Jim Lloyd, superintendent; Leo Spagnola, Olmsted Falls High 
School principal; Alexandria Gumeny, class of 2022 president; and Katherine 
Voisinet, Phi Beta Kappa, class of 2022.

While this ceremony marked the end of one journey for our graduates, it 
marked the beginning of another as many are heading on to college, a 

career, or the military. More than 80% of the class of 2022 is continuing their 
education at two or four-year colleges or career technical schools. Of those 
attending four-year colleges, 71% are attending public colleges in Ohio, 17% 
are heading to private universities in Ohio, and 12% are attending out-of-
state schools. Approximately 13% of our recent graduates are joining the 
workforce, and 3% have decided to serve our nation’s military.

This year’s graduating class also set a new record for the number of dollars 
awarded through the Olmsted Falls Local Scholarship Program. More than 
300 scholarships were given totaling $145,755. Thank you to the generous 
sponsors from our community who make this program possible, and again, 
congratulations class of 2022!
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CLASS OF 2022 SAYS SO LONGCLASS OF 2022 SAYS SO LONG


